
1832 HISTORY 
 
 History of the life of Joseph Smith Jr. an account 
of his marvilous experience and of all the mighty 
acts which he doeth in the name of Jesus Ch[r]ist 
the son of the living God of whom he beareth 
record  
 
and also an account of the rise of the church of 
Christ in the eve of time according as the Lord 
brough<t> forth and established by his hand  
 
<firstly> he receiving the testamony from on 
high[.]  
 
seccondly the ministering of Angels  
 
thirdly the reception of the holy Priesthood by the 
ministring of Aangels to adminster the letter of the 
Gospel—<—the Law and commandments as they 
were given unto him—> and the ordinences,  
 
forthly a confirmation and reception of the high 
Priesthood after the holy order of the son of the 
living God power and ordinence from on high to 
preach the Gospel in the administration and 
demonstration of the spirit  
 
the Kees of the Kingdom of God confered upon 
him and the continuation of the blessings of God 
to him &c— 
 
I was born in the town of Charon in the <State> of 
Vermont[,] North America on the twenty third day 
of December AD 1805 
 
 of goodly Parents who spared no pains to 
instructing me in <the> christian religion[.]  
 
 
 
 
at the age of about ten years my Father Joseph 
Smith Siegnior moved to Palmyra[,] Ontario 
County in the State of New York and being in 
indigent circumstances were obliged to labour 
hard for the support of a large Family having nine 
children and as it required the exertions of all that 

1834/35  HISTORY 
 
Having learned from the first No. of the Messenger 
and Advocate, that you were, not only about to 
"give a history of the rise and progress of the 
church of the Latter Day Saints;" but, that said 
"history would necessarily embrace my life and 
character," I have been induced to give you the 
time and place of my birth; as I have learned that 
many of the opposers of those principles which I 
have held forth to the world, profess a personal 
acquaintance with me, though when in my 
presence, represent me to be another person in 
age, education, and stature, from what I am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was born, (according to the record of the same, 
kept by my parents,) in the town of Sharon, 
Windsor Co, Vt. on the 23rd of December, 1805. 
 
At the age of ten my father's family removed to 
Palmyra, N. Y. where, and in the vicinity of which, I 
lived, or, made it my place of residence, until I was 
twenty one-the latter part, in the town of 
Manchester. 
 
During this time, as is common to most, or all 
youths, I fell into many vices and follies; but as my 
accusers are, and have been forward to accuse me 
of being guilty of gross and outrageous violations 
of the peace and good order of the community, I 
take the occasion to remark, that, though, as I 
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were able to render any assistance for the support 
of the Family therefore we were deprived of the 
bennifit of an education  
 
Suffice it to Say I was mearly instructid in reading 
and writing and the ground <rules> of Arithmatic 
which constuted [constituted] my whole literary 
acquirements.  
 
At about the age of twelve years my mind become 
Seriously imprest  with regard to the all importent 
concerns for the wellfare of nay immortal Soul 
which led me to Searching the Scriptures 
believeing as I was taught, that they contained the 
word of God  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

have said above, "as is common to most, or all 
youths, I fell into many vices and follies," I have 
not, neither can it be sustained, in truth, been 
guilty of wronging or injuring any man or society of 
men; and those imperfections to which I allude, 
and for which I have often had occasion to lament, 
were a light, and too often, vain mind, exhibiting a 
foolish and trifling conversation. 
 
This being all, and the worst, that my accusers can 
substantiate against my moral character, I wish to 
add, that it is not without a deep feeling of regret 
that I am thus called upon in answer to my own 
conscience, to fulfill a duty I owe to myself, as well 
as to the cause of truth, in making this public 
confession of my former uncircumspect walk, and 
unchaste conversation: and more particularly, as I 
often acted in violation of those holy precepts 
which I knew came from God. But as the "Articles 
and Covenants" of this church are plain upon this 
particular point, I do not deem it important to 
proceed further. I only add, that (I do not, nor 
never have, pretended to be any other than a man 
"subject to passion," and liable, without the 
assisting grace of the Savior, to deviate from that 
perfect path in which all men are commanded to 
walk!) 
 
By giving the above a place in your valuable paper, 
you will confer a lasting favor upon myself, as an 
individual, and, as I humbly hope, subserve the 
cause of righteousness. 
 
I am, with feelings of esteem, your fellow laborer 
in the gospel of our Lord. 
 
JOSEPH SMITH jr. 
 
You will recollect that I informed you, in my letter 
published in the first No. of the Messenger and 
Advocate, that this history would necessarily 
embrace the life and character of our esteemed 
friend and brother, J. Smith JR. one of the 
presidents of this church, and for information on 
that part of the subject, I refer you to his 
communication of the same, published in this 
paper.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
thus applying myself to them and my intimate 
acquaintance with those of differant 
denominations led me to marvel excedingly for I 
discovered that <they did not adorn> instead of 
adorning their profession by a holy walk and 
Godly conversation agreeable to what I found 
contained in that sacred depository this was a grief 
to my Soul  
 
 
 
 
 
 
thus from the age of twelve years to fifteen I 
pondered many things in my heart concerning the 
sittuation of the world of mankind the contentions 
and divi[si]ons the wicke[d]ness and abominations 
and the darkness which pervaded the of the minds 
of mankind  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I shall, therefore, pass over that, till I come to the 
15th  <17th> year of his life. 
 
It is necessary to premise this account by relating 
the situation of the public mind relative to religion, 
at this time: One Mr. Lane, a presiding Elder of the 
Methodist church, visited Palmyra, and vicinity. 
Elder Lane was a tallented [talented] man 
possessing a good share of literary endowments, 
and apparent humility. There was a great 
awakening, or excitement raised on the subject of 
religion, and much enquiry [inquiry] for the word 
of life. Large additions were made to the 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches.-
Mr. Lane's manner of communication was 
peculiarly calculated to awaken the intellect of the 
hearer, and arouse the sinner to look about him 
for safety-much good instruction was always 
drawn from his discourses on the scriptures, and in 
common with others, our brother's mind became 
awakened. 
 
For a length of time the reformation seemed to 
move in a harmonious manner, but, as the 
excitement ceased, or those who had expressed 
anxieties, had professed a belief in the pardoning 
influence and condescension of the Savior, a 
general struggle was made by the leading 
characters of the different sects, for proselytes. 
Then strife seemed to take the place of that 
apparent union and harmony which had previously 
characterized the moves and exhortations of the 
old professors, and a cry-I am right-you are wrong-
was introduced in their stead. 
 
 
In this general strife for followers, his mother, one 
sister, and two of his natural brothers, were 
persuaded to unite with the Presbyterians. This 
gave opportunity for further reflection; and as will 
be seen in the sequel, laid a foundation, or was 
one means of laying (page 42) a foundation for the 
attestation of the truths, or professions of truth, 
contained in that record called the word of God. 
After strong solicitations to unite with one of those 
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my mind become excedingly distressed  for I 
become convicted of my Sins and by Searching the 
Scriptures I found that mand <mankind> did not 
come unto the Lord but that they had apostatised 
from the true and liveing faith and there was no 
society or denomination that built upon the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as recorded in the new 
testament  
 
 
 
and I felt to mourn for my own Sins and for the 
Sins of the world for I learned in the Scriptures 
that God was the Same yesterday to day and 
forever that he was no respecter to persons [Heb. 
13:8; Acts 10:34-35] for he was God for I looked 
upon the Sun the glorious luminary of the earth 
and also the moon rolling in their magesty through 
the heavens and also the stars shining in their 
courses and the earth also upon which I stood and 
the beast of the field and the fowls of heaven and 
the fish of the waters and also man walking forth 
upon the face of the earth in magesty and in the 
strength of beauty whose power and intiligence in 
governing the things which are so exceding great 
and [p. 2] marvilous even in the likeness of him 
who created him <them>  
 
and when I considered upon these things my heart 
exclaimed well hath the wise man said the <it is a> 
fool <that> saith in his heart there is no God my 
heart exclaimed all all these bear testimony and 
bespeak an omnipotant and omnipreasant power 
a being who makith Laws and decreeeth and 
bindeth all things in their bounds who filleth 
Eternity who was and is and will be from all 
Eternity to Eternity  
 
and when I considered all these things and that 
<that> being seeketh such to worship him as 
worship him in spirit and in truth therefore I cried 
unto the Lord for mercy for there was none else 

different societies, and seeing the apparent 
proselyting [proselytizing] disposition manifested 
with equal warmth from each, his mind was led to 
more seriously contemplate the importance of a 
move of this kind. To profess godliness without its 
benign influence upon the heart, was thing so 
foreign from his feelings, that his spirit was not at 
rest day nor night. To unite with a society 
professing to be built upon the only sure 
foundation, and that profession be a vain one, was 
calculated, in its very nature, the more it was 
contemplated, the more to arouse the mind to the 
serious consequences of moving hastily, in a 
course fraught with eternal realities. To say he was 
right, and still be wrong, could not profit; and amid 
so many, some must be built upon the sand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this situation where could he go? If he went to 
one he was told they were right, and all others 
were wrong-If to another, the same was heard 
from those: All professed to be the true church; 



to whom I could go and to obtain mercy  
 
and the Lord heard my cry in the wilderness and 
while in <the> attitude of calling upon the Lord <in 
the 16th year of my age> a piller of fire light above 
the brightness of the sun at noon day come down 
from above and rested upon me  
 
and I was filled with the spirit of God and the 
<Lord> opened the heavens upon me and I saw 
the Lord and he spake unto me saying Joseph <my 
Son> thy Sins are forgiven thee. go thy <way> 
walk in my statutes and keep my commandments  
 
behold I am the Lord of glory I was crucifyed for 
the world that all those who believe on my name 
may have Eternal life <behold> the world lieth in 
sin and at this time and none doeth good no not 
one they have turned asside from the Gospel and 
keep not <my> commandments they draw near to 
me with their lips while their hearts are far from 
me and mine anger is kindling against the 
inhabitants of the earth to visit them acording to 
th[e]ir ungodliness and to bring to pass that which 
<hath> been spoken by the mouth of the prophets 
and Ap[o]stles behold and lo I come quickly as it 
[is] wr=itten of me in the cloud <clothed> in the 
glory of my Father  
 
and my soul was filled with love and for many days 
I could rejoice with great Joy and the Lord was 
with me but [I] could find none that would believe 
the hevnly vision nevertheless I  pondered these 
things in my heart about that time my mother and  
 
but after many days [p. 3] I fell into transgression 
and sinned in many things which brought a wound 
upon my soul and there were many things which 
transpired that cannot be writen and my Fathers 
family have suffered many persicutions and 
afflictions 
 
 and it came to pass when I was seventeen years of 
Age I called again upon the Lord and he shewed 
unto me a heavenly vision for behold an angel of 
the Lord came and stood before me and it was by 
night and he called me by name and he said the 
Lord had forgiven me my sins  

and if not they were certainly hypocritical, 
because, if I am presented with a system of 
religion, and enquire [inquire] of my teacher 
whether it is correct, and he informs me that he is 
not certain, he acknowledges at once that he is 
teaching without authority, and acting without a 
commission! 
 
If one professed a degree of authority or 
preference in consequence of age or right, and 
that superiority was without evidence, it was 
insufficient to convince a mind once aroused to 
that degree of determination which at that time 
operated upon him. And upon farther reflecting, 
that the Savior had said that the gate was straight 
and the way narrow that lead to life eternal, and 
that few entered there; and that the way was 
broad, and the gate wide which lead to 
destruction, and that many crowded its current, a 
proof from some source was wanting to settle the 
mind and give peace to the agitated bosom. It is 
not frequent that the minds of men are exercised 
with proper determination relative to obtaining a 
certainty of the things of God.-They are too apt to 
rest short of that assurance which the Lord Jesus 
has so freely offered in his word to man, and 
which so beautifully characterizes his whole plan 
of salvation, as revealed to us. 
 
You will recollect that I mentioned the time of a 
religious excitement, in Palmyra and vicinity to 
have been in the 15th year of our brother J. Smith 
Jr's, age-that was an error in the type-it should 
have been in the 17th.-You will please remember 
this correction, as it will be necessary for the full 
understanding of what will follow in time.  
 
This would bring the date down to the year 1823. 
I do not deem it to be necessary to write further 
on the subject of this excitement. It is doubted by 
many whether any real or essential good ever 
resulted from such excitements, while others 
advocate their propriety with warmth. 
 
The mind is easily called up to reflection upon a 
matter of such deep importance, and it is just that 
it should be; but there is a regret occupying the 
heart when we consider the deep anxiety of 
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and he revealed unto me that in the Town of 
Manchester[,] Ontario County[,] N.Y. there was 
plates of gold upon which there was engravings 
which was engraven by Maroni & his fathers the 
servants of the living God in ancient days and 
deposited by the commandments of God and kept 
by the power thereof and that I should go and get 
them  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

thousands, who are lead away with a vain 
imagination, or a groundless hope, no better than 
the idle wind or the spider's web. 
 
But if others were not benefited, our brother was 
urged forward and strengthened in the 
determination to know for himself of the certainty 
and reality of pure and holy religion.-And it is only 
necessary for me to say, that while this excitement 
continued, he continued to call upon the Lord in 
secret for a full manifestation of divine 
approbation, and for, to him, the all important 
information, if a Supreme being did exist, to have 
an assurance that he was accepted of him. This, 
most assuredly, was correct-it was right. The Lord 
has said, long since, and his word remains 
steadfast, that for him who knocks it shall be 
opened, & whosoever will, may come and partake 
of the waters of life freely. 
 
To deny a humble penitent sinner a refreshing 
draught from this most pure of all fountains, and 
most desirable of all refreshments, to a thirsty 
soul, is a matter for the full performance of which 
the sacred record stands pledged. The Lord never 
said-"Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest," to turn a 
deaf ear to those who were weary, when they call 
upon him. He never said, by the mouth of the 
prophet-"Ho, every one that thirsts, come ye to 
the waters," without passing it as a firm decree, at 
the same time, that he that should after come, 
should be filled with a joy unspeakable.  
 
Neither did he manifest by the Spirit to John upon 
the isle-"Let him that is athirst, come," and 
command him to send the same abroad, under any 
other consideration, than that "whosoever would, 
might take the water of life freely," to the 
remotest ages of time, or while there was a sinner 
upon his footstool. 
 
These sacred and important promises are looked 
upon in our day as being given, either to another 
people, or in a figuratively form, and consequently 
require spiritualizing, notwithstanding they are as 
conspicuously plain, and are meant to be 
understood according to their literal reading, as 



and he revealed unto me many things concerning 
the inhabitants of of the earth which since have 
been revealed in commandments & revelations  
 
 
and it was on the 22d day of Sept[ember]. AD 1827  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

those passages which teach us of the creation of 
the world, and of the decree of its Maker to bring 
its inhabitants to judgment. But to proceed with 
my narrative.- 
 
On the evening of the 21st of September, 1823, 
previous to retiring to rest, our brother's mind was 
unusually wrought up on the subject which had so 
long agitated his mind-his heart was drawn out in 
fervent prayer, and his whole soul was so lost to 
every thing of a temporal nature, that earth, to 
him, had lost its claims, and all he desired was to 
be prepared in heart to commune with some kind 
messenger who could communicate to him the 
desired information of his acceptance with God. 
 
At length the family retired, and he, as usual, bent 
his way, though in silence, where others might 
have rested their weary frames "locked fast in 
sleep's embrace;" but repose had fled, (page 78) 
and accustomed slumber had spread her 
refreshing hand over others beside him- he 
continued still to pray-his heart, though once hard 
and obdurate, was softened, and that mind which 
had often fitted [flitted?], like the "wild bird of 
passage," had settled upon a determined basis not 
to be decoyed or driven from its purpose. 
In this situation hours passed unnumbered-how 
many or how few I know not, neither is he able to 
inform me; but supposes it must have been eleven 
or twelve, and perhaps later, as the noise and 
bustle of the family, in retiring, had long since 
ceased. 
 
-While continuing in prayer for a manifestation in 
some way that his sins were forgiven; endeavoring 
to exercise faith in the scriptures, on a sudden a 
light like that of day, only of a purer and far more 
glorious appearance and brightness, burst into the 
room.-Indeed, to use his own description, the first 
sight was as though the house was filled with 
consuming and unquenchable fire. This sudden 
appearance of a light so bright, as must naturally 
be expected, occasioned a shock or sensation, 
visible to the extremities of the body. It was, 
however, followed with a calmness and serenity of 
mind, and an overwhelming rapture of joy that 
surpassed nnderstanding [understanding], and in a 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

moment a personage stood before him. 
 
Notwithstanding the room was previously filled 
with light above the brightness of the sun, as I 
have before described, yet there seemed to be an 
additional glory surrounding or accompanying this 
personage, which shone with an increased degree 
of briliancy [brilliancy], of which he was in the 
midst; and though his countenanc [countenance] 
was as lightening, yet it was of a pleasing, innocent 
and glorious appearance, so much so, that every 
fear was banished from the heart, and nothing but 
calmness pervaded the soul. 
 
It is no easy task to describe the appearance of a 
messenger from the skies- indeed, I doubt there 
being an individual clothed with perishable clay, 
who is capable to do this work. To be sure, the 
Lord appeared to his apostles after his 
resurrection, and we do not learn as they were in 
the least difficultied to look upon him; but from 
John's description upon Patmos, we learn that he 
is there represented as most glorious in 
appearance; and from other items in the sacred 
scriptures we have the fact recorded where angels 
appeared and conversed with men, and there was 
no difficulty on the part of the individuals, to 
endure their presence; and others where their 
glory was so conspicuous that they could not 
endure. The last description or appearance is the 
one to which I refer, when I say that it is no easy 
task to describe their glory. 
 
But it may be well to relate the particulars as far as 
given-The stature of this personage was a little 
above the common size of men in this age; his 
garment was perfectly white, and had the 
appearance of being without seam. 
 
Though fear was banished form his heart, yet his 
surprise was no less when he heard him declare 
himself to be a messenger sent by commandment 
of the Lord, to deliver a special message, and to 
witness to him that his sins were forgiven, and that 
his prayers were heard; and that the scriptures 
might be fulfilled, which say -"God has chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; and base things of the world, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and things wich [which] are despised, has God 
chosen; yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things which are, that no flesh should glory 
in his presence. Therefore, says the Lord, I will 
proceed to do a marvelous work among this 
people, even a marvelous work and a wonder; the 
wisdom, of their wise shall perish, and the 
understanding of their prudent shall be hid; for 
according to his covenant which he made with his 
ancient saints, his people, the house of Israel, must 
come to a knowledge of the gospel, and own that 
Messiah whom their fathers rejected, and with 
them the fulness [fullness] of the Gentiles be 
gathered in, to rejoice in one fold under one 
Shepherd." 
 
"This cannot be brought about until first certain 
preparatory things are accomplished, for so has 
the Lord purposed in his own mind. He has 
therefore chosen you as an instrument in his hand 
to bring to light that which shall; perform his act, 
his strange act, and bring to pass a marvelous work 
and a wonder. Wherever the sound shall go it shall 
cause the ears of men to tingle, and wherever it 
shall be proclaimed, the pure in heart shall rejoice, 
(page 79) while those who draw near to God with 
their mouths, and honor him with their lips, while 
their hearts are far from him, will seek its 
overthrow, and the destruction of those by whose 
hands it is carried. Therefore, marvel not if your 
name is made a derision, and had as a by-word 
among such, if you are the instrument in bringing 
it, by the gift of God, to the knowledge of the 
people." 
 
 
He then proceeded and gave a general account of 
the promises made to the fathers, and also gave a 
history of the aborigines of this country, and said 
they were literal descendants of Abraham. He 
represented them as once being an enlightened 
and intelligent people, possessing a cerrect 
[correct] knowledge of the gospel, and the plan of 
restoration and redemption. He said this history 
was written and deposited not far from that place, 
and that it was our brother's privilege, if obedient 
to the commandments of the Lord, to obtain, and 
translate the same by the means of the Urim and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thummim, which were deposited for that purpose 
with the record. 
 
"Yet," said he, "the scripture must be fulfilled 
before it is translated, which says that the words 
of a book, which were sealed, were presented to 
the learned; for thus has God determined to leave 
men without excuse, and show to the meek that 
his arm is not shortened that it cannot save." 
A part of the book was sealed, and was not to be 
opened yet. The sealed part, said he, contains the 
same revelation which was given to John upon the 
isle of Patmos, and when the people of the Lord 
are prepared, and found worthy, then it will be 
unfolded unto them. 
 
On the subject of bringing to light the unsealed 
part of this record, it may be proper to say, that 
our brother was expressly informed, that it must 
be done with an eye single to the glory of God; if 
this consideration did not wholly characterize all 
his proceedings in relation to it, the adversary of 
truth would overcome him, or at least prevent his 
making that proficiency in this glorious work which 
he otherwise would. 
 
While describing the place where the record was 
deposited, he gave a minute relation of it, and the 
vision of his mind being opened at the same time, 
he was permitted to view it critically; and 
previously being acquainted with the place, he was 
able to follow the direction of the vision, 
afterward, according to the voice of the angel, and 
obtain the book. 
 
You will remember that in my last I brought my 
subject down to the evening, or night of the 21st 
of September, 1823, and gave an outline of the 
conversation of the angel upon the important fact 
of the blessings, promises and covenants to Israel, 
and the great manifestations of favor to the world, 
in the ushering in of the fulness [fullness] of the 
gospel, to prepare the way for the second advent 
of the Messiah, when he comes in the glory of the 
Father with the holy angels. 
 
A remarkable fact is to be noticed with regard to 
this vision. In ancient time the Lord warned some 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and thus he appeared unto me three times in one 
night and once on the next day and  
 
 
 

of his servants in dreams: for instance, Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, was warned in a dream to take 
the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt: also, the wise men were warned of the Lord 
in a dream not to return to Herod; and when "out 
of Egypt the Son was called," the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph again: also he was 
warned in a dream to turn aside into the parts of 
Galilee. Such were the manifestations to Joseph, 
the favored descendant of the father of the 
faithful in dreams, and in them the Lord fulfilled 
his purposes: But the tone of which I have been 
speaking is what would have been called an open 
vision. And though it was in the night, yet it was 
not a dream. There is no room for conjecture in 
this matter, and to talk of deception would be to 
sport with the common sense of every man who 
knows when he is awake, when he sees and when 
he does not see. 
 
He could not have been deceived in the fact that a 
being of some kind appeared to him; and that it 
was an heavenly one, the fulfillment of his words, 
so minutely, up to this time, in addition to the 
truth and word of salvation which has been 
developed to this generation, in the book of 
Mormon, ought to be conclusive evidence to the 
mind of every man who is privileged to hear of the 
same. He was awake, and in solemn prayer, as you 
will bear in mind, when the angel made his 
appearance; from that glory which surrounded 
him the room was lit up to a perfect brilliancy, so 
that darkness wholly disappeared: he heard his 
words with his ears, and received a joy and 
happiness indescribable by hearing that his own 
sins were forgiven, and his former transgressions 
to be remembered against him no more, if he then 
continued to walk before the Lord according to his 
holy commandments. He also saw him depart, the 
light and glory withdraw, leaving a calmness and 
peace of soul past the language of man to paint-
Was he deceived? 
 
Far from this; for the vision was renewed twice 
before morning, unfolding farther and still farther 
the mysteries of godliness and those things to 
come. In the morning he went to his labor as 
usual, but soon the vision of the heavenly 



 
 
 
 
 
 
then I immediately went to the place and found 
where the plates was deposited as the angel of the 
Lord had commanded me  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

messenger was renewed, instructing him to go 
immediately and view those things of which he 
had been informed, with a promise that he should 
obtain them if he followed the directions and went 
with an eye single to the glory of God. 
 
Accordingly he repaired to the place which had 
thus been described. But it is necessary to give you 
more fully the express instructions of the angel, 
with (page 156) regard to the object of this work in 
which our brother had now engaged-He was to 
remember that it was the work of the Lord, to fulfil 
[fulfill] certain promises previously made to a 
branch of the house of Israel, of the tribe of 
Joseph, and when it should be brought forth must 
be done expressly with an eye, as I said before, 
single to the glory of God, and the welfare and 
restoration of the house of Israel. 
 
You will understand, then, that no motive of a 
pecuniary, or earthly nature, was to be suffered to 
take the lead of the heart of the man thus favored. 
The allurements of vice, the contaminating 
influence of wealth, without the direct guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, must have no place in the heart nor 
be suffered to take from it that warm desire for 
the glory and kingdom of the Lord, or, instead of 
obtaining, disappointment and reproof would 
most assuredly follow. Such was the instruction 
and this the caution. 
 
Alternately, as we could naturally expect, the 
thought of the previous vision was ruminating in 
his mind, with a reflection of the brightness and 
glory of the heavenly messenger; but again a 
thought would start across the mind on the 
prospects of obtaining so desirable a treasure-one 
in all human probability sufficient to raise him 
above a level with the common earthly fortunes of 
his fellow men, and relieve his family from want, in 
which, by misfortune and sickness they were 
placed. 
 
It is very natural to suppose that the mind would 
revolve upon those scenes which had passed, 
when those who had acquired a little of this 
world's goods, by industry and economy, with the 
blessings of health or friends, or by art and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

intrigue, from the pockets of the day-laborer, or 
the widow and the fatherless, had passed by with 
a stiff neck and a cold heart, scorning the virtuous 
because they were poor, and lording over those 
who were subjected to suffer the miseries of this 
life. 
 
Alternately did these, with a swift reflection of the 
words of the holy messenger,-"Remember, that he 
who does this work, who is thus favored of the 
Lord, must do it with his eye single to the glory of 
the same, and the welfare and restoration of the 
scattered remnants of the house of Israel"-rush 
upon his mind with the quickness of electricity. 
Here was a struggle indeed; for when he calmly 
reflected upon his errand, he knew that if God did 
not give, he could not obtain; and again, with the 
thought or hope of obtaining, his mind would be 
carried back to its former reflection of poverty, 
abuse,-wealth, grandeur and ease, until before 
arriving at the place described, this wholly 
occupied his desire; and when he thought upon 
the fact of what was previously shown him, it was 
only with an assurance that he should obtain, and 
accomplish his desire in relieving himself and 
friends from want. 
 
A history of the inhabitants who peopled this 
continent, previous to its being discovered to 
Europeans by Columbus, must be interesting to 
every man; and as it would develope [develop] the 
important fact, that the present race were 
descendants of Abraham, and were to be 
remembered in the immutable covenant of the 
Most High to that man, and be restored to a 
knowledge of the gospel, that they, with all 
nations might rejoice, seemed to inspire further 
thoughts of gain and income from such a valuable 
history. Surely, thought he, every man will seize 
with eagerness, this knowledge, and this 
incalculable income will be mine. Enough to raise 
the expectations of any one of like inexperience, 
placed in similar circumstances. But the important 
point in this matter is, that man does not see as 
the Lord, neither are his purposes like his. The 
small things of this life are but dust in comparison 
with salvation and eternal life. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is sufficient to say that such were his reflections 
during his walk of from two to three miles: the 
distance from his father's house to the place 
pointed out. And to use his own words it seemed 
as though two invisible powers were influencing, 
or striving to influence his mind-one with the 
reflection that if he obtained the object of his 
pursuit, it would be through the mercy and 
condescension of the Lord, and that every act or 
performance in relation to it, must be in strict 
accordance with the instruction of that personage 
who communicated the intelligence to him first; 
and the other with the tho'ts and reflections like 
those previously mentioned-contrasting his former 
and present circumstances in life with those to 
come. That precious instructions recorded on the 
sacred page-pray always-which was expressly 
impressed (page 157) upon him, was at length 
entirely forgotten, and as I previously remarked, a 
fixed determination to obtain and aggrandize 
himself, occupied his mind when he arrived at the 
place where the record was found. 
 
You will have wondered, perhaps, that the mind of 
our brother should be so occupied with the 
thoughts of the good of this world, at the time of 
arriving at Cumorah, on the morning of the 22nd 
of September, 1823, after having been rapt in the 
visions of heaven during the night, and also seeing 
and hearing in open day; but the mind of man is 
easily turned, if it is not held by the power of God 
through the prayer of faith, and you will 
remember that I have said that two invisible 
powers were operating upon his mind during his 
walk from his residence to Cumorah, and that the 
one urging the certainly of wealth and ease in this 
life, had so powerfully wrought upon him, that the 
great object so carefully and impressively named 
by the angel, had entirely gone from his 
recollection that only a fixed determination to 
obtain now urged him forward. In this, which 
occasioned a failure to obtain, at that time, the 
record, do not understand me to attach blame to 
our brother: he was young, and his mind easily 
turned from correct principles, unless he could be 
favored with a certain round of experience. And 
yet, while young, untraditionated and untaught in 
the systems of the world, he was in a situation to 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and straightway made three attempts to get them  
and then being excedingly frightened I supposed it 
had been a dream of Vision but when I considered 
I knew that it was not therefore I cried unto the 
Lord in the agony of my soul why can I not obtain 
them  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
behold the angel appeared unto me again and said 
unto me you have not kept the commandments of 
the Lord which I gave unto you therefore you 
cannot now obtain them for the time is not yet 
fulfilled  
 
 
 
 

be lead into the great work of God, and be 
qualified to perform it in due time. 
 
After arriving at the repository, a little exertion in 
removing the soil from the edges of the top of the 
box, and a light pry, brought to his natural vision 
its contents. No sooner did he behold this sacred 
treasure than his hopes were renewed, and he 
supposed his success certain; and without first 
attempting to take it from its long place of deposit, 
he thought, perhaps, there might be something 
more equally as valuable, and to take only the 
plates, might give others an opportunity of 
obtaining the remainder, which could be secure, 
would still add to his store of wealth. These, in 
short, were his reflections, without once thinking 
of the solemn instruction of the heavenly 
messenger, that all must be done with an express 
view of glorying God. 
 
On attempting to take possession of the record a 
shock was produced upon his system, by an 
invisible power which deprived him, in a measure, 
of his natural strength. He desisted for an instant, 
and then made another attempt, but was more 
sensibly shocked than before. What was the 
occasion of this he knew not--there was the pure 
unsullied record, as had been described--he had 
heard of the power of enchantment, and a 
thousand like stories, which held the hidden 
treasures of the earth, and supposed that physical 
exertion and personal strength was only necessary 
to enable him to yet obtain the object of his wish. 
He therefore made the third attempt with an 
increased exertion, when his strength failed him 
more than at either of the former times, and 
without premeditating he exclaimed, "Why can I 
not obtain this book?"  
 
"Because you have not kept the commandments 
of the Lord," answered a voice, within a seeming 
short distance. He looked, and to his 
astonishment, there stood the angel who had 
previously given him the directions concerning this 
matter. In an instant, all the former instructions, 
the great intelligence concerning Israel and the last 
days, were brought to his mind: he thought of the 
time when his heart was fervently engaged in 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
therefore thou wast left unto temptation that thou 
mightest be made acquainted with the power of 
the advisary therefore repent and call on the Lord 
thou shalt be foregiven and in his own due time 
thou shalt obtain them [p. 4]  
 
for now I had been tempted of the advisary and 
saught the Plates to obtain riches and kept not the 
commandment that I should have an eye single to 
the glory of God therefore I was chastened and 
saught diligently to obtain the plates and obtained 
them not untill I was twenty one years of age  
 
 

prayer to the Lord, when his spirit was contrite, 
and when his holy messenger from the skies 
unfolded the wonderful things connected with this 
record. He had come, to be sure, and found the 
word of the angel fulfilled concerning the reality of 
the record, but he had failed to remember the 
great end for which they had been kept, and in 
consequence could not have power to take them 
into his possession and bear them away. 
 
At that instant he looked to the Lord in prayer, and 
as he prayed darkness began to disperse from his 
mind and his soul was lit up as it was the evening 
before, and he was filled with the Holy Spirit; and 
again did the Lord manifest his condescension and 
mercy: the heavens were opened and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about and rested upon him. 
While he thus stood gazing and admiring, the 
angel said, "Look!" and as he thus spake he beheld 
the prince of darkness, surrounded by his 
innumerable train of associates. All this passed 
before him, and the heavenly messenger said, "All 
this is shown, the good and the evil, the holy and 
impure, the glory of God and the power of 
darkness, that you may know hereafter the two 
powers and never be influenced or overcome by 
that wicked one. Behold, whatever entices and 
leads to good and to do good, is of God, and 
whatever does not is of that wicked one: It is he 
that fills the hearts of men with evil, to walk in 
darkness and blaspheme God; and you may learn 
from henceforth, that his ways are to destruction, 
but the way of holiness is peace and rest. 
 
You now see why you could not obtain this record; 
that the commandment was strict, and that if ever 
these sacred things are obtained they must be by 
prayer and faithfulness in obeying the Lord. They 
are not deposited here for the sake of 
accumulating gain and wealth for the glory of this 
world: they were sealed by the prayer of faith, and 
because of the knowledge which they contain they 
are of no worth among the children of men, only 
for their knowledge. On them is contained the 
fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was given 
to his people on this land, and when it shall be 
brought forth by the power of God it shall be 
carried to the Gentiles, of whom many will receive 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

it, and after will the seed of Israel be brought into 
the fold of their Redeemer by obeying it also. 
 
Those who keep the commandments of the Lord 
on this land, desired this at his hand, and through 
the prayer of faith obtained the promises, that if 
their descendants should transgress and fall away, 
that a record might be kept and in the last days 
come to their children. These things are sacred, 
and must be kept so, for the promise of the Lord 
concerning them, must be fulfilled. No man can 
obtain them if his heart is impure, because they 
contain that which is sacred; and besides, should 
they be entrusted in unholy hands the knowledge 
could not come to the world, because they cannot 
be interpreted by the learning of this generation; 
consequently, they would be considered of no 
worth, only as precious metal. 
 
Therefore, remember, that they are to be 
translated by the gift and power of God. By them 
will the Lord work a great and a marvelous work: 
the wisdom of the wise shall become as nought, 
and the understanding of the prudent shall be hid, 
and because the power of God shall be displayed 
those who profess to know the truth but walk in 
deceit, shall tremble with anger; but with signs and 
with wonders, with gifts and with healings, with 
the manifestations of the power of God, and with 
the Holy Ghost, shall the hearts of the faithful be 
comforted. You have now beheld the power of 
God manifested and the power of satan: you see 
that there is nothing that is desirable in the works 
of darkness; that they cannot bring happiness; that 
those who are overcome therewith are miserable, 
while on the other hand the righteous are blessed 
with a place in the kingdom of God where joy 
unspeakable surrounds them. There they rest 
beyond the power of the enemy of truth, where 
no evil can disturb them. The glory of God crowns 
them, and they continually feast upon his 
goodness and enjoy his smiles. 
 
Behold, notwithstanding you have seen this great 
display of power, by which you may ever be able 
to detect the evil one, yet I give unto you another 
sign, and when it comes to pass then know that 
the Lord is God and that he will fulfill his purposes, 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and that the knowledge which this record contains 
will go to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people under the whole heaven.--This is the 
sign: when these things begin to be known, that is, 
when it is known that the Lord has shown you 
these things, the workers of iniquity will seek your 
overthrow: they will circulate falsehoods to 
destroy your reputation, and also will seek to take 
your life; but remember this, if you are faithful, 
and shall hereafter continue to keep the 
commandments of the Lord, you shall be 
preserved to bring these things forth; for in due 
time he will again give you a commandment to 
come and take them. When they are interpreted 
the Lord will give the holy priesthood to some, and 
they shall begin to proclaim this gospel and 
baptize by water, and after that they shall have 
power to give the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
their hands. 
 
Then will persecution rage more and more; for the 
iniquities of men shall be revealed, and those who 
are not built upon the Rock will seek to overthrow 
this church; but it will increase the more opposed, 
and spread farther and farther, increasing in 
knowledge till they shall be sanctified and receive 
an inheritance where the glory of God will rest 
upon them; and when this takes place, and all 
things are prepared, the ten tribes of Israel will be 
revealed in the north country, whither they have 
been for a long season; and when this is fulfilled 
will be brought to pass that saying of the prophet--
`And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto 
them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith 
the Lord'--But, notwithstanding the workers of 
iniquity shall seek your destruction the arm of the 
Lord will be extended, and you will be borne off 
conqueror, if you keep all his commandments. 
Your name shall be known among the nations, for 
the work which the Lord will perform by your 
hands shall cause the righteous to rejoice and the 
wicked to rage: with the one it shall be had in 
honor, and with the other in reproach; yet, with 
these it shall be a terror because of the great and 
marvelous work which shall follow the coming 
forth of this fulness of the gospel. 
 
Now, go thy way, remembering what the Lord has 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and in this year I was married to Emma Hale 

done for thee, and be diligent in keeping his 
commandments, and he will deliver thee from 
temptations and all the arts and devices of the 
wicked one.-- Forget not to pray, that thy mind 
may become strong, that when he shall manifest 
unto thee, thou mayest have power to escape the 
evil, and obtain these precious things." 
 
Though I am unable to paint before the mind, a 
perfect description of the scenery which passed 
before our brother, I think I have said enough to 
give you a field for reflection which may not be 
unprofitable. You see the great wisdom in God in 
leading him thus far, that his mind might begin to 
be more matured, and thereby be able to judge 
correctly, the spirits. I do not say that he would not 
have obtained the record had he went according 
to the direction of the angel--I say that he would; 
but God knowing all things from the beginning, 
began thus to instruct his servant. And in this it is 
plainly to be seen that the adversary of truth is not 
sufficient to overthrow the work of God. You will 
remember that I said, two invisible powers were 
operating upon the mind of our brother while 
going to Cumorah. In this, then, I discover wisdom 
in the dealings of the Lord: it was impossible for 
any man to translate the book of Mormon by the 
gift of God, and endure the afflictions, and 
temptations, and devices of satan, without being 
overthrown, unless he had been previously 
benefitted with a certain round of experience: and 
had our brother obtained the record the first time, 
not knowing how to detect the works of darkness, 
he might have been deprived of the blessing of 
sending forth the word of truth to this generation. 
Therefore, God knowing that satan would thus 
lead his mind astray, began at that early hour, that 
when the full time should arrive, he might have a 
servant prepared to fulfill his purpose. So, 
however afflicting to his feelings this repulse might 
have been, he had reason to rejoice before the 
Lord and be thankful for the favors and mercies 
shown; that whatever other instruction was 
necessary to the accomplishing this great work, he 
had learned, by experience, how to discern 
between the spirit of Christ and the spirit of the 
devil. 



Daughter of Isaach Hale who lived in Harmony[,] 
Susquehana County[,] Pensylvania on the 18th [of] 
January AD. 1827,  
 
on the 22d day of Sept[ember] of this same year I 
obtained the plates  
 
and the in December following we mooved to 
Susquehana by the assistence of a man by the 
name of Martin Haris who became convinced of 
the visions and gave me fifty Dollars to bare nay 
expences and because of his faith and this 
righteous deed the Lord appeared unto him in a 
vision and shewed unto him his marvilous work 
which he was about to do  
 
and <he> imediately came to Su[s]quehannah and 
said the Lord had shown him that he must go to 
new York City with some of the c<h>aracters  
 
so we proceeded to coppy some of them and he 
took his Journy to the Eastern Cittys and to the 
Learned <saying> read this I pray thee and the 
learned said I cannot but if he wo=uld bring the 
blates [plates] they would read it but the Lord had 
fo<r>bid it and he returned to me and gave them 
to <me to> translate and I said I said [I] cannot for I 
am not learned but the Lord had prepared 
spectticke spectacles for to read the Book  
 
therefore / I commenced translating the 
char=acters and thus the Prop[h]icy of Is<ia>ah 
was fulfilled which is writen in the 29 chapter 
concerning the book [Isa. 29:11-12]  
 
and it came to pass that after we had translated 
116 pages that he desired to carry them to read to 
his friends that peradventure he might convince 
them of the truth therefore I inquired of the Lord 
and the Lord said unto me that he must not take 
them and I spoke unto him (Martin) the word of 
the Lord [p. 5] and he said inquire again and I 
inquired again and also the third time and the Lord 
said unto me let him go with them only he shall 
covenant with me that he will not shew them to 
only but four persons and he covenented withe 
[with the] Lord that he would do  according to the 
word of the Lord  



 
therefore he took them and took his journey unto 
his friends to Palmira[,] Wayne County & State of 
N[ew] York and he brake the covenent which he 
made before the Lord and the Lord suffered the 
writings to fall in to the hands of wicked men and 
Martin was chastened for his transgression [D&C 3 
and 10] and I also was chastened also for my 
transgression for asking the Lord the third time 
wherefore the Plates was taken from me by the 
power of God  
 
and I was not able to obtain them for a season and 
it came to pass after much humility and affliction 
of Soul I obtained them again when [the] Lord 
appeared unto a Young man by the name of Oliver 
Cowdry and shewed unto him the plates in a vision 
and also the truth of the work and what the Lord 
was about to do through me his unworthy servant  
 
therefore he was desirous to come and write for 
me to translate now my wife had writen some for 
me to [w.o. and] translate and also my Brother 
Samuel H Smith but we had be come reduced in 
property and my wives father was about to turn 
me out of doores & I had not where to go  
 
and I cried unto the Lord that he would provide for 
me to accomplish the work whereunto he had 
commanded me [rest of line and several lines 
blank] [p.32](Dan Vogel, Early Mormon 
Documents, Vol. 1, Pages 26-32) 



 


