
November 2, 2014  

President Mark Ivins  

825 East 500 North  

American Fork, Utah 84003  

Dear President Ivins,  

I am writing this letter to you to make sure that there are no misunderstandings or confusion 

regarding my response to several of your questions that you presented to me in our first and 

only October 19, 2014 meeting before today’s November 2, 2014 meeting.  

1. Regarding my Letter to a CES Director and the website where it is currently posted:  

I originally wrote the Letter to a CES Director because the CES Director, a friend of my 

grandfather, directly requested that I communicate my questions and concerns to him in writing 

as part of his effort to potentially resolve my questions and concerns with the Church’s origins 

and history.  

After sending my letter to the CES Director I never received a response back from him to my 

questions and concerns, nor did he ever follow through with scheduling a meeting between us.  

Prior to sending my 80 page letter to the CES Director, I shared the letter with folks on Facebook 

and Reddit for editing and feedback purposes in my desire to ensure that the information 

contained in the letter I was sending to the CES Director was as accurate as possible.  

The folks that I shared the letter with online for editing and feedback found value in it for 

themselves to give to their own family members and friends who were asking them why they 

had doubts and concerns with the truth claims of the LDS Church. This was the catalyst and 

beginning of the CES Letter circulating on the Internet.  

A few months later in the summer of 2013, unofficial Mormon apologetic group FairMormon 

decided to publicly post an “analysis” of my letter. Unfortunately, FairMormon made direct 

personal attacks on me, my integrity and my character in their response. In addition to 

inaccurate personal ad hominem attacks, FairMormon made outrageously false claims in their 

attempt to discredit both me and the CES Letter.  

At the time I was presented with a choice: Allow FairMormon to continue to unfairly and 

dishonestly publicly tarnish my name, integrity and character without challenge or to defend 

myself. I chose to defend myself.  

As a direct result of FairMormon’s personal attacks and dishonest claims, I found it necessary to 

create my current website to host my direct rebuttals and responses to FairMormon. The only 



reason why my website exists in its current form today is because of FairMormon’s unethical and 

hostile attack on me and my letter. The website exists for the purpose of being able to directly 

respond, in an organized manner, to those who have attacked me and continue to attack me.  

The intention of the website should not in any way be construed to exist for the purpose of 

hurting the Church or its members. This is not and never has been my intention.  

To the best of my knowledge, everything posted in the CES Letter and on my website is 

completely accurate and solidly based in Church history. My allegiance from the beginning has 

been to truth, accuracy and transparency. Where I have erred or made mistakes, I have publicly 

corrected. In the event it is ever brought to my attention that there are any inaccuracies in the 

CES Letter or on my website, I am totally and completely agreeable and committed to publicly 

making the corrections.  

2. Regarding my membership in the Church and feelings regarding its leaders:  

My membership in the Church is valuable and important to me. Although I no longer have a 

testimony or literal belief in the truth claims of the LDS Church, I have now come to a place 

where I respect the leaders and many things in the Church. I wish no harm to and only the best 

for the Church and its leaders. I believe that leaders in the Church are kind, dedicated, loving, 

caring, well-meaning and very diligent servants to the members.  

I do not regularly attend Sunday services but my wife and children do still attend. I am 

supportive of them and their desires to attend Church on Sunday. While I no longer attend 

regularly, I enjoy attending family events (blessings, baptisms, ordinations, funerals, etc.). I also 

attend some of the activities of the Church such as Father and Son outings, Halloween activities, 

Christmas activities, etc. Additionally, I have asked to remain on the Elder’s Quorum email list to 

be notified of service opportunities and I have given service several times. I plan to continue to 

render service to members of the Church for the indefinite future.  

When I had my faith crisis in early 2012, there were very little official answers from the Church 

to the questions and concerns raised in the CES Letter. This was why I sought the help of the CES 

Director. Fortunately, the Church has made inroads toward more transparency since then by 

publishing its new essays.  

I am grateful for these essays for confirming and legitimizing most of my main concerns in the 

CES Letter. The essays are a welcome step forward in transparency.  

It is my position that if the Church seeks to remove my membership, it is committing a grotesque 

injustice by punishing me for seeking and sharing the truth, most of which truths are now 

verifiable today through the Church’s new essays. This is especially true in light of my verbal and 



written promise and willingness to publicly correct any mistakes and errors in the CES Letter and 

website.  

I trust that the above may be of assistance in assuring that you accurately understand my 

answers to your questions.  

If you should have any other questions or need any further clarification, please do not hesitate to 

ask me. My direct contact information is listed below.  

Kindest regards,  

Jeremy T. Runnells  


